Newsletter

Meet Coco. The Future of
Guatemala

Coco lights up a room with his smile.
His joy for life is contagious.

When Coco builds a pre to cook
beans for his family, he uses pieces of
discarded plastic to stoke the yames,
and this causes yares that sometimes
burn his hands and arms. But these
burns don’t seem to matter to him.
Also, it does not seem to matter to him
that he often goes without any food
for a day or two at a time. And it does
not seem to bother him at all that he
owns no possessions. Coco is always
smiling and his world is plled with
laughter.

Coco shares a piece of borrowed
ground with his mother and pve
siblings (his older sister is mentally
challenged). When Coco’s mother can
pnd work, she earns a few Quetzales
by picking up cow manure at a coffee
plantation nearby. Last week, there
was no work.

Although Coco is one of the poorest
children in Guatemala, he smiles
because he knows he is also one

of the most fortunate children in his
village. Thatis because Coco attends
a private school, sponsored by the
Dutch organization, Fundaci-n los
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Niflos. At school, Coco receives a
good education provided by qualiped
and loving teachers. He also looks
forward to school because he receives
a mid-morning snack every day. Coco
is also among the most fortunate in
his village because he is one of the
thousands of severely impoverished
Guatemalan children who will attend
Nifos del Lago 0 a unique educational
and recreational camp for children like
Coco.

At Niflos del Lago, Coco will
experience a time away from his
poverty and unending daily chores.
He will enjoy a place of personal
discovery where he will explore his
dream to become an teacher. At
Niflos del Lago he can begin to
visualize a better future for his family.
He will uncover the building blocks
helll need to develop into a solid
member, and hopefully, a potential
leader of his community.

Coco is fortunate because he is an
indomitable being who, in spite of
everything hels experienced and will
continue to endure, has a chance of
winning against the odds. Because
Coco has the will and the spirit to
thrive, if only given half a chance.

You can be the one who contributes
to this diffference in Coco’s life.

With your pnancial support of our
development project, Nifos del Lago
will provide hope, healing and an
opportunity to Coco and thousands of
children like him. With your donations
of as little as $10, $15 or $20 a month,
children like Coco can dare to dream
of a future beyond abject poverty and
exploitation. They can dare to dream
of a Guatemala that is known not

for violence and poverty, but for its
great beauty, rich culture and warm,
gracious people.
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Major Update on
Campsite Progress

Electricity in the Works

This August, we began installation
of electrical service to our site 8

a vital next step in our development.
The nearest electrical connection is
1/2 mile away so the work involves
the installation of 5 cement power
poles along with a powerful trans-
former, service panel and 4 service
meters. This is a costly undertaking
and we are deeply grateful to all of
our donors and especially to our
friends in Holland (Karin Baaiman,
Willem van der Breggen, Koen and
their friends who support our sister
organization d Fundaci-n los Nifos

0 Nederlands). A special thanks goes
to Tony Barnes, in Panajachel, who
always makes himself available to
help with site projects.

Submersible Pump and

Water Storage

Our next project will involve instal-
lation of a submersible pump into

our well and installation of the water
storage system planned for in the

top of the gatekeeperis building. We
are presently involved in obtaining
estimates of costs for this project. We
are also investigating how we can






